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Limerick City has hosted five US presidents.

Kennedy in 1963, Nixon in 1970, Reagan in

1984, Clinton in 1996, and Obama in 2012.
President Nixon in Shannon Airport, 1970 (Display photograph installed in Shannon Airport in 2016).
The most overlooked, and contentious, of these visits remains the 1970 visit of the 37th US President, Richard Nixon.
Historically, in terms

of reception and significance, it is the antithesis

of what was accorded to the 1963 visit of

Kennedy in regards to how the legacy of the

occasion remains. A radio documentary on this

visit broadcast on October 2nd 2010 is titled

The Forgotten Visit (RTE, 2010).
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The myth by which an American president seeks their roots and to bond with an ancient culture
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unfettered by the complexities of international politics is engrained with the modern Irish State.
Y L

This simplistic narrative remains bound up with the economics of tourism and
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foreign investment. It is a narrative of control, one in which subservience to
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that agenda is expected and any deviation from the script is seen as un-lrish.

e
# 2 w e I a

T
T
T
T
T
T
T
T
T
T
T
T
T



O s

T T v Ty

T T

T T

T T . (T T
/1111111111111

i, ;- RS/ /1111111111111
IRV I11111111111111111111 RN ////////11111111111111111111]
) _

I MR TT111T1T1T1T1T1T1T1

IV 1111111

T,

I
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ck (and mirrored in Dublin) remains overshadowed in the collective narrative of a con
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This incident hosted b;

travelled over Sarsfield Bridge. Another version
recounted by a member of the crowd that day
has a youth breaking towards the motorcade
before being rendered unconscious by a
Garda ‘who used a knuckle to the lad's head

(O'Connor and O'Shaughnessy, 2014).
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Alexander C. Cook: The Red Book was a&ent anti-imperialist symbol for many
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European 1968 youth. In the introduction to Mao's Little Red Book, (2014) Alexander
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C. Cook described it as a ‘spiritual atom bomb'. AlImost a billion copies were produced
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in official and unofficial print runs between 1961 and 1971. For nervous western

B R T R

establishments the presence of a revolutionary tract in such numbers worldwide
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literally evoked a ‘red tide." The book was orlwall Qduced for the Red Army and
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came in a distinctive red water Qof cover stollcal Klntmg at a functionality

A RN

associated with combat. If such a physical incident of protest Ka ‘red’ Limerick Youth
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had IlteralKonnected with a head of a Western State and the volatile metaphor had
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made the international news, it would have been highly skbollc worldwide in the
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context of Nixon and the Vietham peace accord.
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